
Ecological Footprint
Lochiel Park’s ecological footprint has been 
calculated at 6.25 global hectares/person 
(GHa/p). 

What is a Global Hectare? This is the unit 
used to measure the productivity of an 
average hectare of land. It is an aggregate of 
world average productivity for all biologically 
productive land and water in a given year.

The calculation took into account the energy 
efficiency of the dwellings, the PV cells, the 
target set for household waste reduction, 
the expected transport modes, the potential 
for carbon offsets in the urban forest, and 
the increased density of the Lochiel Park 
development envelope.

The results showed that: 

With all interventions but without PV cells •
would result in an ecological footprint of 6.62 
gha/p or a 5.4% reduction on existing data.

With the PV cells included in the calculation it •
would be 6.25 gha/p or a 10.5% reduction in the 
ecological footprint.

While the results showed a 10.5% reduction, •
when compared to the state calculation the 
potential exists for this to be as high as an 18% 
reduction when dietary and transport issues 
are further addressed.

The graph below shows the ecological 
footprints for various countries and 
Lochiel Park in gha/p.

These pie charts show the main components of 
the Lochiel Park ecological footprint compared 
to South Australia’s ecological footprint. 

Tips for reducing  
your ecological footprint 

Calculate your own ecological footprint to •	

find your own impact on the planet – please 
refer to the website auscalc.footprint
network.org/ecological_footprint.html

Reduce the amount of energy you use.  •	

See the many tips on how to reduce energy 
consumption.

Reduce your dependence on vehicle transport. •	

See tips on transport.

Grow your own vegetables and buy local •	

products to reduce your “food miles”.

Eat fewer meat meals as livestock •	

contributes significantly to your ecological 
footprint. Animal products require far more 
land to produce food than plant products.

Reduce the amount of waste you generate. •	

See tips on waste reduction.

Think about more extreme lifestyle changes. •	

Live in a smaller house, or share the space in 
your house with more people. 

Fly less; commercial airplanes are a huge •	

source of carbon emissions damaging our 
environment.
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South Australia’s  
Strategic Plan
The plan sets a target to reduce South 
Australia’s ecological footprint by 30% by 2050.

www.stateplan.csa.gov.au




